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INSTRUCTIONS TO TENDERERS


VOLUME 1 SECTION 1 - INSTRUCTIONS TO TENDERERS
PUBLICATION REF.: No. 19/10-2054 of 13.10.2025
         CONTRACT TITLE: Construction of the intermediate storage facility for radioactive waste and radiological monitoring system
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In submitting a tender, the tenderer accepts in full and without restriction the special and general conditions governing the contract as the sole basis of this tendering procedure, whatever its own conditions of sale may be, which it hereby waives. Tenderers are expected to examine carefully and comply with all instructions, forms, contract provisions and specifications contained in this tender dossier. Failure to submit a tender containing all the required information and documentation within the deadline will lead to rejection of the tender. No account can be taken of any reservation in the tender as regards the tender dossier; this may result in immediate rejection of the tender without further evaluation.
These instructions set out the rules for the submission, selection and implementation of contracts financed under this call for tenders, in conformity with the provisions of the practical guide, which is applicable to this call (available on the internet at this address: https://wikis.ec.europa.eu/display/ExactExternalWiki/ePRAG ).
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1.1 Definitions
The following definitions shall apply in these instructions:
"Beneficiary" means IGSU "Special Objects 5101, 5102" General Inspectorate for Emergency Situations (IGSU), Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Moldova, which is the final recipient of the works and services.
"Contracting Authority" means IGSU, which is responsible for awarding and managing this contract.
"Contractor" means the entity (or entities in the case of an association) to which the contract will be awarded.
"NARNRA" means the National Agency for the Regulation of Nuclear and Radiological Activities of the Republic of Moldova.
"SIS" means the Information and Security Service of the Republic of Moldova.
"Technical Projects" means the conceptual and preliminary design package developed by the Romanian Design Company (CITON), visible during the on-site visit.
"Construction Ready Documentation" means the detailed designs, specifications and drawings developed by the contractor, adapted to Moldovan standards and appropriate for the authorization and execution of the construction.
"Independent Verification Organization" means the Moldovan certified organization or experts hired by the contractor to verify the final design package for compliance with all relevant laws, regulations and standards.

1.2 Tenderers must tender for the whole of the works required by the dossier. Tenders will not be accepted for incomplete lots.
1.3 Timetable
	
	DATE
	TIME

	Clarification meeting 
	29 october 2025 
	14:00

	Site visit (mandatory)
	29 october 2025
	10:00

	Deadline for requesting any additional information from the contracting authority
	25 november 2025
	16:00

	Last date on which additional information are issued by the contracting authority
	7 december 2025
	-

	Deadline for submitting tenders
	22 december 2025 
As indicated in the Contract notice (IV.2.2)
	14:00

	Tender opening session
	22 december 2025
As indicated in the Contract notice (IV.2.7)
	14:30

	Notification of award to the successful tenderer
	Date at most 90 days after deadline for tenders 
	-

	Signature of the contract
	 Date at most 150 days after deadline for tenders 
	-


 
Notes:
· Dates and times are in accordance with the time zone of the Republic of Moldova (UTC+2)
· This data is provisional and subject to change. Any changes will be published on the contracting authority's website.
[bookmark: _Toc529523955]FINANCING
Sources of funding
The project is funded by the European Union, in accordance with the rules of the European Union Instrument for Nuclear Safety Cooperation (INSC), co-financed by the Swedish Agency for International Development Cooperation (Sida) and the Government of the Republic of Moldova.
Project reference: INSC/2021-425-628
Funding source: European Union (EU) and the Swedish Agency for International Development Cooperation (SIDA)
Project end date: 27 July 2027 (non-negotiable)
Deadline for completion of contract works: 31 May 2027
   Critical funding constraint
All works, including design completion, construction permit, construction, commissioning and handover, must be completed by 31 May 2027 to meet the EU-AIDS funding deadlines.
This constraint requires:
- Maximum 6 months for the completion of the design and construction authorization
- Start of construction works within 5 days from the date of registration of the contract with the Treasury of the Ministry of Finance
- Parallel processing of design and construction activities
- Accelerated regulatory authorization process
- Highest quality of first filing at NARNRA to avoid resubmissions
NOTE: Any delays in the design or construction authorisation that jeopardise the deadline of 31 May 2027 may lead to the termination of the contract and the withdrawal of funding.


[bookmark: _Toc529523956]PARTICIPATION
1.3.1 The eligibility requirements detailed in the Additional information about the contract notice (Annex A5f) apply to all members of a joint venture/consortium and all subcontractors, as well as to all entities upon whose capacity the tenderer relies for the selection criteria. Every tenderer, member of a joint venture/consortium, every capacity-providing entity, every subcontractor and every supplier must certify that they meet these conditions. They must prove their eligibility by a document dated less than one year earlier than the deadline for submitting tenders, drawn up in accordance with their national law or practice or by copies of the original documents stating the constitution and/or legal status and the place of registration and/or statutory seat and, if it is different, the place of central administration. The contracting authority may accept other satisfactory evidence that these conditions are met. 
   For this contract financed by the INSC:
Participation is open to natural persons who are nationals of and legal persons (participating either individually or within a group) who are effectively established in:
- the Republic of Moldova and/or the Member States of the European Union, or
- Countries eligible in accordance with INSC Regulation 2021/948, or
- Countries with mutual access established by the European Commission
Rule of origin:
All materials and goods must come from eligible countries as designated in INSC Regulation 2021/948, CE certified and approved under the legislation of the Republic of Moldova.

1.3.2 Natural persons, companies or undertakings falling into a situation set out in Section 2.4. (EU restrictive measures), 2.6.10.1. (exclusion criteria) or 2.6.10.1.2. (rejection from a procedure) of the practical guide (PRAG), are not entitled to participate in this tender procedure or be awarded a contract. Should they do so, their tender will be considered unsuitable or irregular respectively. Tenderers must provide declarations to the effect that they are not in any of the exclusion situations listed in Section 2.6.10.1. of the practical guide. The declarations must cover all the members of a joint venture/consortium and must also be submitted by any sub-contractor or capacity providing entity. Tenderers guilty of making false declarations may also incur financial penalties up to 10% of the total value of the contract and exclusion, in accordance with the Financial Regulation in force.
The exclusion situations referred to in subclause 3.2 apply to all members of a joint venture/consortium, all subcontractors and all suppliers to tenderers, as well as to all entities upon whose capacity the tenderer relies for the selection criteria. 
1.3.3 Subcontracting is allowed but the contractor will retain full liability towards the contracting authority for performance of the contract as a whole. 
Application of exclusion criteria
The exclusion situations referred to in sub-clause 3.2 shall apply to all members of an association/consortium, to all subcontractors and suppliers to tenderers, as well as to all entities on whose capacity the tenderer depends for the selection criteria.
Bidders must not be in any of the situations listed in Section 2.4 of the 2021 THRESHOLD, including but not limited to:
· Bankruptcy, insolvency or liquidation
· Improper professional conduct
· Fraud, corruption, or participation in a criminal organization
· Non-payment of taxes or social security contributions
· Serious False Statement
· Conflict of interest
· Early termination of previous contracts
· Registration in the Early Detection and Exclusion System (EDES)

For this critical infrastructure project, an additional exclusion applies:
· The failure to obtain or demonstrate the path to obtaining the necessary security certifications according to Law no. 245/2008
· Refusal to sign the Confidentiality Agreement
· Conflict of interest with the independent design verification process

   Security requirements for participation
            MANDATORY for all tenderers:
According to Law no. 245/2008 on the State Secret and SIS Letter no. IE/10373 of 02 October 2025, all tenderers must comply with the security requirements.
For Moldovan legal entities:
- To hold a valid Security Certificate according to Article 32, Law no. 245/2008, OR
- Demonstrate partnership with a security-certified entity, OR;
- Submit a commitment to obtain certification within 90 days of the award of the contract.
For foreign legal entities:
- From countries with a security agreement with Moldova: To provide security clearance from the authority of the country of origin; verification according to the bilateral agreement;
- From countries WITHOUT a security agreement with Moldova: to commit to follow the certification procedure according to Article 32, Law no. 245/2008 (term: 120 days).
            Access to the site visit:
- The on-site visit can be granted to all participants who have the capacity to meet security requirements;
- All participants must sign a Confidentiality Agreement;
  - Participants must be registered with identification documents;
- Certificate of On-Site Visit issued upon participation (mandatory for submitting the offer).
Execution of the contract:
- All personnel accessing the facility must obtain security clearances;
- The Security Annex will govern the management of classified information;
- SIS supervision throughout the duration of the contract.




[bookmark: _Toc529523957]ONLY ONE TENDER PER TENDERER
A company may not tender for a given contract both individually and as a member of a joint venture/consortium. Participation by a tenderer in more than one tender for a contract will result in the disqualification of all those tenders for that contract in which the party is involved. The same company may only participate as subcontractor in different tenders if that is justified by the specific nature of the market and cleared by the contracting authority.
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1.3.4 The tenderer will bear all costs associated with preparing and submitting the tender. The contracting authority will not be responsible or liable for such costs, whatever the conduct or outcome of the procedure.
All costs incurred for:
· Preparation of the offer
· On-site visit and participation
· Review of the design during the site visit
· Technical study and design development planning
· Partnership or subcontracting arrangements
· Hiring the Independent Verification Organization
· Security Authorization Apps
· Any other expenses related to the offer
They are borne entirely by the tender.
1.3.5 The contracting authority will neither be responsible for, nor cover, any expenses or losses incurred by the tenderer through site visits and inspections or any other aspect of its tender. 
[bookmark: _Toc529523959]SITE VISIT AND CLARIFICATION MEETING
1.3.6 The tenderer is obliged to visit and inspect the site of the works and its surroundings for the purpose of assessing, at its own responsibility, expense and risk, the factors necessary for preparing its tender and signing the contract for the works (date, time and place, see the additional information about the contract notice.) 
1.3.7 A clarification meeting and a site visit will be held by the contracting authority (date, time and place, see the additional information about the contract notice). 

           IMPORTANT: Participation in the mandatory site visit is a prerequisite for evaluating 
           the offer. Failure to participate will result in the automatic rejection of the offer.

1.3.8 Local open procedure:  
On-site visit details:
· Date: October 29, 2025
· Time: 10:00 (local time)
· Location: IGSU "Special Objects 5101, 5102", 210 Uzinelor Street, MD-2037, Chisinau, Moldova
· Duration: Approximately 4-5 hours (including design viewing time)
Pre-registration requirement:
All participants must register in advance by sending the following to logistica@igsu.gov.md no later than October 23, 2025, 16:00.
Company Registration Form (provided on the website)
List of Participants including:
- Full names
- Passport/ID card numbers
- Functions
- Criminal record from the country of origin (dated within 6 months)
- Contact Information
- Power of attorney authorizing participants to represent the company
- Signed Privacy Agreement (NDA) - Template provided in Volume 1, Annex to
 Section 6
- Health and Safety Declaration Form - For access to the controlled area 
(see Clause 6.2.8)
Confirmation of registration: The contracting authority will confirm the registration by 24 October 2025 and provide final instructions for the site visit.
Confidentiality Agreement Requirement
Due to the critical infrastructure nature of this facility and in accordance with:
- Article 32 of Law no. 245/2008 on State Secrets
- Paragraph 967 of the Regulation approved by Government Decision no. 1176/2010
- SIS requirements for the protection of classified information
All on-site visit participants must sign a Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA) before accessing:
- Facility Enclosure
- Technical design documents
- Any classified or sensitive information about the project
The NDA template is provided in Volume 1, Section 6, Annex – NDA Form.
Key provisions of NDA:
- Prohibition of copying, photographing or reproducing design documents
- Privacy obligations for all information accessed during the on-site visit
- 5-year privacy period
- Legal consequences for infringement
- Compliance with Moldovan laws on classified information
Submission: Original signed NDAs must be submitted at check-in on the day of the site visit prior to granting access to the facility.
Viewing Technical Design Documents
During the mandatory site visit, participants will have the opportunity to view (but not copy or photograph) the technical design documents developed by the Romanian design company.
IMPORTANT CLARIFICATION:
Nature of the available technical projects:
The technical design documents were developed by a Romanian design company and represent the conceptual and preliminary technical design package.
 These projects:
- Provides the overall design concept and approach
- Define system requirements and specifications
- Establish layouts and general setup
- Includes preliminary quantity estimates
However, these projects require:
- Verification and validation for Moldovan conditions
- Integration and completion for construction
- Adaptation to the current Moldovan national standards (SNiP, NCM, CP)
- Development of detailed construction documentation
- Preparation of regulatory authorisation documentation
Contractor's Design Responsibilities:
As specified in the Tender Specifications (Task 2: Verification and Completion of the Design), the contractor is responsible for:
- Performing the difference analysis of the provided technical design package
- Finalization of the detailed design package in accordance with Moldovan legislation and technical requirements
- Development of complete construction-ready documentation
- Obtaining independent verification of the final design package by certified external experts
- Preparation of all necessary documentation for construction authorization from NARNRA and other authorities
Note: The technical designs available for viewing during the site visit provide the design basis and requirements, but contractors must develop their own detailed technical designs as part of their scope of work to prepare technically compliant and competitive tenders.
Viewing conditions:
- Documents available in the secure room designated for viewing
- Supervised view only
- No photographing, copying or reproduction
- Notation allowed for reference purposes only
- The documents remain the property of the IGSU
Linguistic note: Most of the technical documentation is in Romanian. Tenderers should have Romanian-speaking technical staff or translators available during the on-site visit.
Important note: Although the technical design documents provide the design basis and concept, the performance specifications and the Quantity Estimate provided in Volume 5 of the tender file contain all the information necessary for the preparation of a technically compliant and competitive bid. Visualizing the design at the site visit is for understanding the design intent and checking the required design development scope of work.
Certificate of on-site visit:
- As proof of participation, each registered company will receive an On-Site Visit Certificate signed by the Contracting Authority.
- The On-Site Visit Certificate is a MANDATORY document that must be submitted together with the offer (Volume 1, Section 2 - Offer Form, Annex).
- Consequences: Bids submitted without a valid On-Site Visit Certificate will be rejected as non-compliant during the administrative compliance check.
Clarification meeting:
A clarification meeting will be organized immediately after the site visit:
- Date: October 29, 2025
- Time: 14:00 (after on-site inspection and design viewing)
- Location: IGSU Headquarters, Conference Hall
Purpose: To address technical questions and provide clarification on:
- Technical Specifications
- Performance requirements
- On-site conditions
- Contract performance requirements
- Administrative procedures
- Design Development Expectations
- NARNRA Authorization Process
Minutes: The minutes of the clarification meeting will be published on the www.dse.md/achizitii within 3 working days.
Questions and clarifications:
Tenderers may submit written questions relating to the on-site visit, technical designs or any aspect of the tender documents to:
Contact person: Iulian Gîsca
Email: obiecte.speciale@igsu.gov.md, logistica@igsu.gov.md
Tel: +373 22 785158, +373 69104671
Deadline for submitting questions: 24 October 2025, 16:00
Publication of answers: All questions and answers will be published on the www.dse.md/achizitii at least 8 days before the deadline for submitting the bid, ensuring equal access to information for all tenderers.
Expenses:
The contracting authority shall not be responsible for, nor shall it cover, any expense or loss incurred by bidders through on-site visits, inspections or any other aspect of the preparation of the bid, including but not limited to:
- Travel and accommodation costs
- Staff time and expenses
- Security clearance application costs (if applicable)
- Technical Expert Consultation Fees
- Translation services for documents in Romanian
Access requirements to the controlled area
MANDATORY RADIOLOGICAL SAFETY REQUIREMENTS
In order to ensure radiological safety and health protection, visitor access to the controlled area is allowed only under the following conditions:
A. Criminal record requirement:
- All individuals must provide a valid criminal record certificate issued by the competent authority of their country of origin, confirming the absence of any criminal convictions.
- The certificate must be issued within the last six (6) months prior to the submission deadline.
     B. Health and Safety Restrictions:
The following persons are STRICTLY FORBIDDEN to enter the controlled area:
- Pregnant women or women who may be pregnant
- Breastfeeding women
- Persons under 18 years of age, regardless of the reason for the visit
     
        C. Medical Declaration Requirement:
People with the following medical conditions must declare this in writing before the visit:
- Cardiovascular diseases
- Neurological disorders
- Respiratory diseases
- Severe allergies
- Metal implants or medical devices
Access for people with declared medical conditions is allowed only with prior medical approval from a qualified doctor.
          D. Mandatory safety equipment:
- During the visit, each person must wear the individual dosimeter provided by the institution
- Failure to wear the dosimeter will result in immediate removal from the controlled area.
              E. Prohibited activities in the controlled area:
The following activities are STRICTLY PROHIBITED:
- Photography or video recording
- Filming of any kind
- Touching equipment, machinery or facilities
- Unaccompanied travel within the facility
- Removal of any materials or documents
     F. Application:
Failure to comply with any of these requirements will result in:
· Immediate removal from the controlled area
· Cancellation of the on-site visit
- Automatic rejection of the offer (no Certificate of On-Site Visit is issued)
              G. Health and Safety Statement:
All participants in the site visit must complete and sign a Health and Safety Declaration Form (provided with registration materials) confirming:
- Meet all health requirements for access to the controlled area
- Does not fall into any prohibited category
- They understand and will comply with all safety requirements
- Accepts full responsibility for any health consequences in case of non-declaration
This declaration must be submitted together with the pre-registration documents no later than October 24, 2025, 16:00.
Publication of the minutes:
- The minutes of the mandatory on-site visit and the clarification meeting will be published on the institution's website: https://www.dse.md/achizitii.
- As proof of participation, bidders will receive an On-Site Visit Certificate.
- The On-Site Visit Certificate is a mandatory document that must be submitted together with the offer.
Note: The On-Site Visit Certificate is a mandatory document and must be submitted together with the offer. Failure to provide it will result in the rejection of the bid as non-compliant during the evaluation.
[bookmark: _Toc529523960]CONTENT OF TENDER DOCUMENTS
The set of tender documents comprises the documents specified in the invitation letter.
Tenderers bear sole liability for examining with appropriate care the tender documents, including design documents available for inspection and any modification to the tender documents issued during the tendering period, and for obtaining reliable information on any conditions and obligations that may in any way affect the amount or nature of the tender or the execution of the works. In the event that the tenderer is successful, no claim for altering the tender amount will be entertained on the grounds of errors or omissions in the obligations of the tenderer described above.
[bookmark: _Toc529523961]EXPLANATIONS CONCERNING TENDER DOCUMENTS
1.3.9 Tenderers may submit questions in writing to the following address up to 21 day before the deadline for submission of tenders, specifying the publication reference and the contract title: Construction of the Intermediate Repository for Radioactive Waste and the Radiological Monitoring System on the website: https://www.dse.md/achizitii

The contracting authority must reply to all tenderers’ questions at least 8 days before the deadline for receipt of tenders. 
1.3.10 The questions and answers will be published on https://www.dse.md/achizitii. The website will be updated regularly and it is the tenderer’s responsibility to check for updates and modifications during the submission period.
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1.3.11 The contracting authority may amend the tender documents by publishing modifications up to 8 days before the deadline for submitting tenders. 
1.3.12 Each modification published will constitute a part of the tender documents and will be published on the institution's website: https://www.dse.md/achizitii.
1.3.13 The contracting authority may, as necessary and in accordance with Clause 18, extend the deadline for submitting tenders to give tenderers sufficient time to take modifications into account when preparing their tenders.
TENDER PREPARATION
[bookmark: _Toc529523964]LANGUAGE OF TENDERS
1.3.14 The tender and all correspondence and documents related to the tender exchanged by the tenderer and the contracting authority must be written in the language of the procedure, which is English and/or Romanian. All correspondence relating to payments, including invoices and interim and final payment certificates, must also be sent to the contracting authority in English and/or Romanian.
1.3.15 If supporting documents are not written in one of the official languages of the European Union, a translation into the language of the call for tender must be attached. Where the documents are in an official language of the European Union other than English, it is strongly recommended to provide a translation into the language of the call for tenders, in order to facilitate the evaluation of the documents.  The contracting authority may request the translation of any document during the evaluation. Failure to provide the translation within the requested deadline may result in the document being ignored.
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1.3.16 Tenders must satisfy the following conditions:
1.3.16.1 Tenders must comprise the documents and information in Clause 12 below.
1.3.16.2 The tender must be signed on behalf of the tenderer/joint venture/consortium by a person or persons duly authorised to do so, empowered by power of attorney submitted in accordance with Form 4.3 in Volume 1, Section 4 of the tender dossier.
1.3.16.3 The relevant pages of the documents specified in Clause 12 must be signed as indicated.
1.3.16.4 The tenderer must provide all documents required by the tender dossier. All such documents, without exception, must comply strictly with these conditions and provisions and contain no amendments made by the tenderer. Tenders which do not comply with the requirements of the tender dossier may be rejected.
1.3.17 The contract is composed of a single lot. Partial tenders are not permitted. Tenderers must      submit an offer covering the entire scope of works and all quantities specified in the tender dossier.
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1.3.18 All tenders must comprise the following information and duly completed documents:
1.3.18.1 [bookmark: _Hlk211260408]Tender form, together with a signed Annex 1 "Declaration on honour on exclusion criteria and selection criteria"[footnoteRef:1] must be submitted. Signed originals of the Declaration on honour are required. [1:  See PRAG 2.6.10.1.3 A)] 

1.3.18.2 Documentation as required in the questionnaire in Volume 1, Section 4, including all forms attached;
1.3.18.3 The forms provided in Volume 4:
Volume 4.2.2 — Summary;
Volume 4.2.3 — Breakdown of the lump-sum price;
[Volume 4.2.4 — Daily Working Hours
Volume 4.2.5 — Detailed breakdown of prices.
The breakdown of the lump-sum price and the detailed breakdown of prices do not derogate in any way to the clause stating that, in a lump-sum contract, the total contract price remains fixed irrespective of the quantity of work actually carried out. 
1.3.18.3.1 The prices in Volume 4 are deemed to have been set on the basis of the conditions in force 30 days prior to the deadline for submitting tenders.
The detailed breakdown of prices must be used when required for any purpose under the contract, notably to provide the coefficients for applying the price revision formula referred to in Article 48.2 of the special conditions. The tenderer must provide clear arithmetical calculations for the proposed coefficients. Cash flow statements as part of the financial statement form (Form 4.4).
1.3.18.4 Copies of the most recent documents showing the organisation chart, legal status and place of registration of the tenderer's headquarters, a power of attorney empowering the person signing the tender and all related documentation. These documents must follow the forms in Volume 1, Section 4 of the tender dossier:
To be completed in accordance with the questionnaire in Volume 1, Section 4
· general information about the tenderer (Form 4.1)
· organisation chart (Form 4.2)
· power of attorney (Form 4.3).
1.3.18.5 Evidence showing that the liquid assets and access to credit facilities are adequate for this contract, confirmed by a financial statement for the last three years verified by a chartered accountant. This evidence must be provided using Form 4.4, Financial statement, in Volume 1, Section 4 of the tender documents.
1.3.18.6 Financial projections for the two years ahead. This information must follow Form 4.4, Financial statement, provided in accordance with Volume 1, Section 4 of the tender documents.
1.3.18.7 Financial identification form (Form 4.5a, Volume 1) and legal entity file (Form 4.5b, Volume 1). If the tenderer has already signed another contract financed by the European Union, it may provide instead of the forms and supporting documents either the file numbers received or copies of the forms provided on that occasion, unless a change occurred in the meantime.
1.3.18.8 Information about the tenderer’s technical qualifications. This information must follow the forms in Volume 1, Section 4 of the tender documents and include:
· a presentation of the tenderer’s organisation, including the total number of personnel employed (Form 4.6.1.1),
· a list of the personnel proposed for execution of the contract, with the CVs of key personnel (Forms 4.6.1.2 and 4.6.1.3),
· Development and implementation of a radiological monitoring program for the personnel and technique/equipment involved in the controlled area during the execution of the contract, agreed by the contracting authority and approved by ANSP and ANRANR
· a list of plant for execution of the contract. The descriptions must demonstrate the tenderer’s ability to complete the works and should include amongst others, the following elements:
                    EQUIPMENT AND RESOURCES:
- Ownership, long-term lease OR confirmed lease arrangements for     construction equipment
                                       - Access to quality control laboratory (owned, in partnership or
                                         subcontracted)
                                      - Development and implementation of a radiological monitoring
                                         program for the personnel and technique/equipment involved in the
                                      controlled area during the execution of the contract, agreed by the 
                                      contracting authority and approved by ANSP and ANRANR
                                  -   Metrology-verified radiological monitoring equipment (owned or
                                      leased with a certified supplier)

The tenderer must indicate whether this equipment is owned, hired or used by a subcontractor. Manufacturer’s documents fully describing the equipment must be submitted with the tender (Form 4.6.2);
· a work plan with brief descriptions of the main tasks (Form 4.6.3), showing the sequence and proposed timetable for implementing the tasks. In particular, the proposal must detail the temporary and permanent works to be constructed. The tenderer must take account of weather conditions and the requirement to prepare designs and obtain building permits prior to carrying out construction works. The tenderer must also submit a comprehensive method statement, with drawings if necessary, showing the methods by which it proposes to carry out the works. In particular, the tenderer must indicate the numbers, types and capacities of the plant and personnel it proposes to use on the main areas of work;
· a critical milestone bar chart showing times and duties allocated for employees for this contract (Form 4.6.3);
· data on subcontractors and the percentage of works to be subcontracted (Form 4.6.3);
· evidence of relevant experience in carrying out works of a similar nature, including the nature and value of the contracts, works in hand and contractually committed (Form 4.6.4). The evidence must include successful experience as the prime contractor in construction of at least 1 EU-funded projects of the same nature and complexity comparable to the works concerned by the tender during the last five years;
· information regarding the proposed main site office (Form 4.6.3);
· an outline of the quality assurance system(s) to be used (Form 4.6.7).
· if applicable, information on tenderers involved in a joint venture/consortium (Form 4.6.5);
· details of their litigation history over the last 5 years (Form 4.6.6);
· details of the accommodation and facilities to be provided for the Supervisor (Form 4.6.8);
· any other information (Form 4.6.9).
          
1.3.18.9 Proof documents, declarations and undertakings according to Clauses 3.1-3.4 above. These documents should cover all members of a joint venture/consortium and all subcontractors as specified. 
1.3.18.10 
All goods and materials must come from eligible countries as designated in INSC Regulation 2021.


Through their tender submission form, tenderers must provide an undertaking signed by their representative certifying compliance with this requirement. The tenderer is obliged to verify that the provided information is correct. Otherwise, the tenderer risks to be excluded because of negligently misrepresenting information. For more details, see Section 2.3.5. of the practical guide.
1.3.18.11 Modifications (if any);
1.3.18.12 Tender guarantee, using the form provided in Volume 1, Section 3; The value of the offer guarantee is 1% of the total offer price, valid for at least 90 days from the deadline for submitting tenders. 
                     The offer guarantee must be presented in the form of a bank guarantee or equivalent  
                   financial instrument issued by a reputable financial institution. The guarantee is  
                   expressed in euros (EUR).

                   The bid guarantee will be automatically issued to the rejected bidders once the  
                    award decision becomes final and to the winning tenderer at the signing of the   
                   contract and the submission of the performance guarantee.

1.3.18.13 Site visit certificate. 
· Certificate of on-site visit.
· Participation in the mandatory site visit is required.
· Tenderers must submit, together with their tender, the on-site visit certificate issued and signed by the contracting authority at the time of the visit.
· Only tenderers who have participated in the mandatory on-site visit and hold this certificate will be eligible for evaluation.
1.3.19 In order to be eligible for the award of the contract, tenderers must provide evidence that they meet the selection criteria. This must be provided by tenderers using the forms described in 12.1 above and any additional forms tenderers may wish to use.
If a tender is submitted by a consortium, unless specified, the selection criteria will be applied to the consortium as a whole.

The selection criteria for each tenderer are as follows:
All candidates must meet these minimum requirements to be considered:
Economic and financial capacity of candidate:
- Average turnover for the last 3 years ≥ 1,000,000 EUR
- Access to credits/liquid assets ≥ €300,000
Note: For consortia, the lead partner must meet at least 60% of the financial    requirements.
Maximum allowed per consortium: 2 associate members/partners.

Technical and professional capacity of candidate:
Tenderers must demonstrate ONE of the following:
Option 1 - Direct Experience:
· At least 1 nuclear/radiological facility construction project completed in the last 10 years, worth at least €400,000
· At least 1 EU-funded infrastructure project completed in the last 5 years
Option 2 - Combined experience:
· At least 1 nuclear/radiological installation project worth at least €600,000 completed in the last 10 years
· At least 1 EU-funded project of any type completed in the last 5 years
Option 3 - Consortium Approach:
· Main partner: Experience in construction in special nuclear installations (minimum 1 project > 500,000 EUR)
· Technical partner: Nuclear/radiological experience (minimum 1 project > €300,000)
· Combined: All ISO certifications and regulatory experience
Mandatory certifications (all options):
· ISO 9001:2015 certification (quality management)
· ISO 14001:2015 certification (environmental management)
· ISO 45001:2018 (occupational health and safety) certification
· Valid Construction License for Industrial Radiological Facilities issued by NARNRA
· Nuclear facilities design permit (for General Designer) OR partnership with authorized designer
· References from at least 1 nuclear project beneficiary with contact details
C. KEY PERSONNEL REQUIREMENTS:
The candidate must demonstrate the availability of the next staff. For consortia, members can collectively provide the necessary positions.
MANDATORY BASIC POSITIONS (10 positions required):
Project Manager (nuclear facilities experience required)
· University Degree in Engineering (Master's Degree Preferred)
· Minimum 5 years of management of the construction of nuclear/radiological facilities
· 1+ nuclear project completed >400,000 EUR
· References from nuclear project beneficiaries
· Languages: Romanian and/or Russian required; English Advantage
Construction Manager/Site Manager (Nuclear Construction Experience)
· Technical and professional attestation certificate
· Minimum 5 years of experience in the construction of nuclear/radiological facilities
· Documented experience in the safety requirements of nuclear facilities
· Technical certificate for the supervision of nuclear constructions
General Designer (Nuclear Permit Required)
· Superior category specialist with Nuclear Facilities Design Permit
· Minimum 5 years of experience in the design of nuclear facilities
-     Valid nuclear design permit from the national authority
-     Experience in integrating with existing nuclear infrastructure
-     Experience with Moldovan building regulations (SNiP, NCM, CP) preferred
Radiological Safety Officer (mandatory for the nuclear facility)
     -    RSO certified by the national authority (NARNRA or equivalent)
     -    Minimum 3 years of experience in nuclear installations
     -   Current Radiation Protection Training Certification
     -   Nuclear Incident Emergency Response Certification

Quality Manager (QA/QC Experience)
    -   ISO 9001 Lead Auditor Qualification
    -   Minimum 5 years quality management facilities
    -   Experience with QA/QC programs
    -   Knowledge of quality standards and procedures
Civil/Industrial Construction Specialist
   -   Certified specialist with experience in Civil/Industrial Constructions
   -   Minimum 5 years of civil construction installation
   -   Experience in building standards
Electrical Systems Specialist
   -  Certified specialist with experience in Electrical Systems
   -  Minimum 5 years electrical installations facilities
   -  Experience electrical safety standards
Certified Electricians (HV and LV)
   -  Electrical Facility Certification
   -  Minimum 3 years of experience
   -  Expertise in electrical safety protocols

 Instrument Specialist (nuclear monitoring required)
  -  Superior category specialist in nuclear monitoring systems
  -  Minimum 5 years of experience in nuclear instrumentation
  -  Radiological monitoring equipment expertise

Additional specialist as required for project needs
OPTIONAL SPECIALIST POSITIONS (minimum 5 additional positions from the following):
 -  Road Construction Specialist
 -  Water/Sewerage Systems Specialist
 -  Earthworks Specialist
   -  Telecommunications Specialist
-   IT/Network Specialist
Note:
-  All CVs must include specific project references with customer contact details
-  Key personnel must be available for a minimum of 50% of the duration of the project
-  For consortia, staff may come from different member organisations
-  All personnel must meet the requirements for access to the controlled area 
Controlled Area Personnel Requirements
MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL CONTRACT STAFF
All personnel (employees, subcontractors, consultants, experts) who will access the controlled area during the execution of the contract must comply with the following requirements:

Pre-mobilization health and safety requirements
Criminal record certificate:
· Valid criminal record certificate from the country of origin
· Dated within 6 months prior to the contract start date
· Must be renewed if it expires during the performance of the contract
· Must prove the absence of a criminal record
 Age Requirement:
· All staff must be 18 years of age or older
· Birth certificates or passport copies required for verification
Restriction of pregnancy and breastfeeding:
· Female staff must declare pregnancy before entering the controlled area
· Pregnant women are STRICTLY FORBIDDEN to access the controlled area
· Breastfeeding women are STRICTLY FORBIDDEN to access the controlled area
· Monthly declarations required for female staff of childbearing age
· Immediate notification required if the pregnancy occurs during the contract
Medical Fitness Requirements:
Personnel with the following conditions MUST obtain medical approval prior to access to the controlled area:
· Cardiovascular diseases (heart disease, hypertension, arrhythmia)
· Neurological disorders (epilepsy, seizures, neurological disorders)
· Respiratory diseases (asthma, COPD, chronic bronchitis)
· Severe allergies requiring emergency treatment
· Metal implants or medical devices (pacemakers, prostheses, implants)
· Diabetes requiring insulin
· Any condition that affects consciousness or mobility
The medical approval must certify:
· Aptitude for work in the radiological controlled area
· Aptitude for wearing protective equipment and dosimeter
· Radiological risk awareness
· No contraindications for work in the controlled area
Declaration of medicines:
· All staff must declare medicines that may affect:
· Vigilance or awareness
· Physical coordination
· Ability to respond to emergency instructions
· Monthly updates required if medications change
Radiological Safety Training and Certification:
Mandatory for ALL Staff:
Radiation Protection Training:
· Completed prior to access to the controlled area
· Certified by NARNRA or recognized authority
· Minimum 8 hours of initial training
· Annual refresher training (minimum 4 hours)
· Training certificates must be valid for the entire duration of the contract

Induction site-specific safety:
· Provided by the IGSU before the first access to the controlled area
· Covers facility-specific hazards and procedures
· Emergency response procedures
· Dosimetry Requirements
· Certificate of completion required
Dosimetry Requirements:
· All staff must wear individual dosimeters
· Provided by ANSP/ANRANR approved service
· Continuous monitoring throughout the duration of the contract
· Required monthly dosimetry reports
· Immediate notification if dose limits are close
Additional requirements for Key Personnel:
Radiological Safety Officer:
· NARNRA certification (current and valid)
· Minimum 40 hours of radiation protection training
· Emergency Response Certification
· Authority to stop work if safety concerns arise
Project Manager and Construction Manager:
· Radiation Protection Awareness Training (minimum 16 hours)
· Understanding ALARA Principles
· Authority to enforce safety procedures
All supervisors:
· Radiation protection awareness training (minimum 8 hours)
· Ability to recognize radiological hazards
· Emergency response training
Health surveillance program
Mandatory medical examinations:
Pre-employment medical examination:
· Before the first access to the controlled area
· Performed by occupational medicine doctor
Include:
· Complete medical history
· Physical exam
· Blood tests (complete blood count)
· Chest X-ray (if indicated)
· Psychological aptitude assessment
· Certificate of medical fitness required
Periodic medical examinations:
· Every 12 months during the performance of the contract
· The same field as the pre-employment exam
· Additional tests in case of increased radiological exposure
· Renewal of the required aptitude certificate
Exit Medical Examination:
· At the end of the contract or the departure of the staff
· Document final health status
· Required for staff records
Medical files:
· The contractor must keep medical records confidential
· Dossiers must be available to authorities upon request
· Files kept for at least 30 years after the end of the exposure
 Dosimetry and radiological monitoring
 Personal dosimetry:
Individual dosimeters:
· Thermoluminescent dosimeters (TLDs) or electronic personal dosimeters (EPDs)
· Issued by ANSP/ANRANR approved service
· Worn at all times in the controlled area
· Calibrated and checked quarterly
· Monthly revised results
Dose limits (according to NARNRA regulations):
· Annual effective dose limit: 20 mSv
· Quarterly investigation level: 5 mSv
· Monthly Action Level: 2 mSv
· Immediate suspension of work if the limits are close
Dose Recording:
· Individual dose records maintained
· Monthly reports to ANSP/ANRANR
· Immediate notification of unusual exposures
· Annual dose summary for each worker
Area monitoring:
· Radiation surveys before each work shift
· Continuous monitoring during high-risk activities
· Contamination monitoring at the exits of the controlled area
· Environmental monitoring program
Emergency Preparedness
All staff must:
Know the emergency procedures:
· Escape routes and assembly points
· Alarm signals and meanings
· Emergency Contact Numbers
· Emergency equipment locations
Participate in emergency exercises:
· Minimum quarterly exercises
· Evacuation procedures
· Radiological emergency response
· Medical Emergency Response
To have emergency training:
· First aid certification (minimum 2 personnel per site)
· Radiation Emergency Response
· Use of emergency equipment
· Communication procedures
Prohibited conduct in the controlled area
STRICTLY FORBIDDEN for all staff:
· Eating, drinking, or smoking in the controlled area
· Applying cosmetics or handling contact lenses
· Storage of food, beverages or tobacco products
· Wearing jewelry, watches, or rings (except wedding ring)
· Use of personal electronic devices (phones, cameras, etc.)
· Removing protective equipment without authorization
· Entering unauthorized areas
· Bypassing safety devices or alarms
· Deactivating or removing dosimeters
· Removal of contaminated materials or equipment
Violations Lead to:
· Immediate removal from the controlled area
· Disciplinary action
· Possible termination of the contract
· Prosecution if applicable
Documentation requirements
The contractor must provide:
Personal database:
· Full list of all personnel accessing the controlled area
· Updated weekly
· Includes: name, position, training status, medical status, dosimetry status
Training files:
· Certificates for all necessary training
· Training attendance files
· Proficiency assessments
· Refresher Training Program
Medical certificates:
· Pre-employment aptitude certificates
· Periodic exam certificates
· Medical approvals for special conditions
· Privacy maintained according to the law
Dosimetry files:
· Individual dose dose-files
· Monthly dosimetry reports
· Cumulative dose summaries
· Investigation reports for unusual exposures
Incident Reports:
· Any safety incidents or near misses
· Any medical emergencies
· Any radiation protection concerns
· Corrective actions taken
Personnel Replacement
If staff need to be replaced during the performance of the contract:
Replacement personnel must meet ALL requirements of the original personnel


The pre-mobilization process must be completed:
· Criminal record check
· Medical examination and approval
· Radiation Protection Training
· Site-specific induction
· Dosimetry issuance
Minimum notice period: 30 days before replacement
Contracting authority approval required before new personnel start
No unapproved personnel work in the controlled area
Consequences of non-compliance
Failure to comply with the requirements for the personnel of the controlled area will result in:
· Immediate suspension of works in the controlled area
· Removal of non-compliant personnel from the site
· Contractual penalties according to the Special Conditions
· Possible termination of contract for repeated violations
· Legal liability for health and safety violations
· Notification to NARNRA and Other Authorities
· Possible criminal prosecution under Moldovan law
Contractor responsibilities
The Contractor is fully responsible for:
· Ensuring that all personnel meet the requirements prior to access to the controlled area
· Keeping all necessary documentation up-to-date and accessible
· Implementation of the health surveillance program according to the requirements
· Providing radiation protection training and refresher training
· Issuance and management of dosimeters through approved service
· Monitoring staff exposures and taking corrective action
· Investigation and reporting of incidents immediately
· Application of safety procedures and rules of prohibited conduct
· Replacement of non-compliant personnel immediately
· Cooperation with authorities in inspections and investigations
The contractor must designate a qualified person responsible for health and safety compliance and liaison with IGSU, ANSP and ANRANR.
12.2.1. Capacity-providing entities:
An economic operator may, where appropriate and for a particular contract, rely on the capacity of other entities, regardless of the legal nature of the links which it has with them. If the tenderer relies on other entities, it must prove to the contracting authority that it will have at its disposal the resources necessary to perform the contract by producing a commitment on the part of those entities to place resources at its disposal. Such entities, for instance the parent company of the economic operator, must respect the same rules of eligibility and notably that of nationality, as the economic operator relying on them and must comply with the selection criteria for which the economic operator relies on them. Furthermore, the tender should include a separate document providing data on this third entity for the relevant selection criterion. Proof of capacity must be provided at the request of the contracting authority.  
With regard to technical and professional criteria, a tenderer may only rely on the capacities of other entities where the latter will perform the works for which these capacities are required.
With regard to economic and financial criteria, the entities upon whose capacity the tenderer relies, become jointly and severally liable for the performance of the contract.
1.3.20 Tenders submitted by companies in partnerships forming a joint venture/consortium must also fulfil the following requirements:
· The tender must include all the information required in 12.1 above for each member of the joint venture/consortium and summary data for execution of works by the tenderer.
· The tender must be signed in a way that legally binds all members. One member must be appointed lead member and that appointment confirmed by submission of powers of attorney signed by legally empowered signatories representing all members. See Form 4.6.5 in Volume 1 and the tender form.
· All members of the joint venture/consortium are bound to remain in the joint venture/consortium for the whole execution period of the contract. See the declaration in the tender form.
[bookmark: _Toc529523967]TENDER PRICES
1.3.21 The tender will provide the total bid price in euros (EUR), covering all works, services and goods required under the contract as described in the tender documents
1.3.22  The price of the offer must include  all costs, duties, taxes, customs duties and any other expenses necessary for the full performance of the contract.
The offer price must include ALL costs for:
Design phase:
· Mobilization of the design team
· Difference analysis and design review
· Completion and adaptation of design
· Independent expert verification
· CAD/BIM software and tools
· Regulatory link
· Preparation of authorization documentation
· NARNRA Filing Support
· Answering the authority's questions
· Design updates if needed
· Contingency for resubmission
     	Construction phase:
· The entire workforce
· All materials and goods
· All equipment
· Transportation
· Establish Location
· Temporary facilities
· Utilities during construction
· Insurance
· Permits and licenses
· Quality Control & Testing
Commissioning phase:
· Testing and commissioning
· Beneficiary Staff Training
· Development of manuals and procedures
· Delivery documentation
Project management:
· Project management throughout the duration
· Quality Assurance
· Progress Reporting
· Document control
No adjustment will be made to the bid price after submission, except as provided for in the terms of the contract.
All amounts in the submission of the tender, including the breakdown of the flat price, the questionnaire and other forms, must be expressed in euro (EUR).
1.3.23 Tenderers must quote all components of: breakdown of the lump-sum price. No payment will be made for items which have not been costed; such items will be deemed to be covered by other items on the: breakdown of the lump-sum price.  
Bid and payment currency:
· The currency of the offer is EUR. The contract will be concluded and paid in EUR.
· For tenderers from outside the country, payment will be made in EUR.
· For resident tenderers, payment can be made in Moldovan Lei (MDL), calculated at the official EUR/MDL exchange rate set by the National Bank of Moldova on the date of payment.
1.3.24 If a discount is offered by the tenderer, it must be clearly specified in: breakdown of the lump-sum price in Volume 4 and indicated in the tender form in Volume 1, Section 1.2. The discount must be quoted for all works.

1.3.25 If the tenderer offers a discount, the discount must be included on each interim payment certificate and calculated on the same basis as in the tender.
[bookmark: _Toc529523968]PERIOD OF VALIDITY OF TENDERS
1.3.26 Tenders must remain valid for a period of 90 days after the deadline for submitting tenders indicated in the contract notice, the invitation to tender or as amended in accordance with Clauses 9 and/or 18.
1.3.27 In exceptional circumstances, the contracting authority may, before the validity period expires, request that tenderers extend the validity of tenders for a specific period, which may not exceed 40 days. Such requests and the responses to them must be made in writing. A tenderer may refuse to comply with such a request without forfeiting its tender guarantee. If the tenderer decides to accept the request, it may not amend its tender and it is bound to extend the validity of its tender guarantee for the revised period of validity of the tender. In case the contracting authority is required to obtain the recommendation of the panel referred to in Section 2.6.10.1.1. of the practical guide, the contracting authority may request an extension of the validity of the tenders up to the adoption of that recommendation.
1.3.28 The successful tenderer must maintain its tender for a further 60 days. This period is in addition to the validity period, irrespective of the date of notification.
[bookmark: _Toc529523969]TENDER GUARANTEE
1.3.29 The tenderer must provide, as a part of its tender, a tender guarantee in the form set out in Volume 1, Section 3 of the tender dossier, or in another form acceptable to the contracting authority that meets the essential requirements set out therein. The tender guarantee must be for an amount of 1% . The original guarantee must be included in the original tender.
1.3.30 It may be provided in the form of a bank guarantee, a banker’s draft, a certified cheque, a guarantee provided by an insurance and/or guarantee company or an irrevocable letter of credit made out to the contracting authority.
1.3.31 The tender guarantee must remain valid for 90 days beyond the period of validity of the tender, including any extensions, and be issued to the contracting authority for the requisite amount.
1.3.32 The tender guarantees of unsuccessful tenderers will be returned together with the information letter that the tenderer has been unsuccessful.
[bookmark: _Toc529523970]VARIANT SOLUTIONS
Variant solutions will not be taken into consideration.
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[bookmark: _Toc529523972]17. 	SUBMITTING TENDERS
17.1 The documents requested in the tender documentation must be submitted on paper, in a sealed envelope, at the headquarters of the General Inspectorate for Emergency Situations in Chisinau municipality, Gh. Asachi str. no. 69, office no. 26.
The technical documents are provided on an encrypted, personalized USB that will be placed in another sealed outer envelope/packaging upon delivery at the contracting authority's headquarters. Bidders must ensure that the USB contains all the necessary documents, that they are legible and that the envelope is properly sealed.
Contact person: Timercan Tatiana
Tel: +373 22 785158

17.2 The technical and financial offers must be placed together in a sealed envelope. The envelopes should then be placed in another sealed envelope/package. 
Note: Tenderers must ensure that the envelope contains all the requested documents, that they are signed and legible, according to the rules of the tender procedure.
17.3 All tenders must be sent to the contracting authority before the deadline set in the contract notice.

Participants may choose to submit their tender : 
(a) either by post or by courier service, in which case the evidence shall be constituted by the postmark or the date of the deposit slip[footnoteRef:2]. In such case, the tender must be sent to the following address:
 	Republic of Moldova, mun. Chisinau, str. Gh. Asachi nr. 69, MD-2028General Inspectorate for Emergency Situations of the Ministry of Internal Affairs (bir.26)Working hours Monday-Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., (lunch break 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.
 [2:  It is recommended to use registered mail in case the postmark would not be readable.] 

(b) or by hand-delivery to the premises of the contracting authority  by the participant in person or by an agent, in which case the evidence shall be constituted by acknowledgment of receipt.  If tenders are hand delivered they should be delivered to the following address:

Republic of Moldova, mun. Chisinau, str. Gh. Asachi nr. 69, MD-2028General Inspectorate for Emergency Situations of the Ministry of Internal Affairs (bir.26)Working hours Monday-Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., (lunch break 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.)
17.4 Tenders, including annexes and all supporting documents, must be submitted in a sealed envelope bearing only:
(a) the above address;
(b) the reference code of this tender procedure, (i.e., <publication reference>);
(c) where applicable, the number of the lot(s) tendered for;
(d) the words ‘Not to be opened before the tender opening session’ in the language of the tender dossier.
(e) the name of the tenderer.
(f) All tenders must be submitted to the contracting authority before the deadline set out in the contract notice.
[bookmark: _Toc529523973]18.	EXTENSION OF THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING TENDERS
The contracting authority may, on its own discretion, extend the deadline for submitting tenders by issuing an amendment in accordance with Clause 9. In such cases, all rights and obligations of the contracting authority and the tenderer regarding the original date specified in the contract notice will be subject to the new date.
[bookmark: _Toc529523974]19.	LATE TENDERS
19.1	All tenders submitted after the deadline for submission specified in the contract notice or these instructions will be kept by the contracting authority. The guarantees will be returned to the tenderers. 
19.2   No liability can be accepted for late delivery of tenders. Late tenders will be rejected and will not be evaluated.
[bookmark: _Toc529523975]20.	ALTERING AND WITHDRAWING TENDERS
20.1 Tenderers may alter or withdraw their tenders by written notification prior to the above deadline. No tender may be altered after the deadline for submission. Withdrawals must be unconditional and will end all participation in the tender procedure
20.2 Any notification of alteration or withdrawal must be prepared and submitted in accordance with Clause 17, and the envelope must be marked ‘alteration’ or ‘withdrawal’, as appropriate.
20.3 Withdrawal of a tender in the period between the deadline for submission and the date of expiry of the validity of the tender will result in forfeiture of the tender guarantee.
[bookmark: _Toc529523976]OPENING AND EVALUATING TENDERS
[bookmark: _Toc529523977]21.	OPENING TENDERS
21.1	The purpose of opening and examining tenders is to check whether the tenders have been submitted in accordance with the submission requirements of the call for tenders.
Submission of documents: All tenders must be received by the contracting authority by the deadline and time set out in the contract notice.
21.2	Tenders will be opened in public session by the appointed committee on the date and time and at the address specified in the contract notice (IV.2.7). The committee will draw up minutes of the meeting, which must be available to tenderers on request.
Important note: No additional opening meetings will be held. Tenders that are not received on time will not be accepted and will not be considered, even if the bidder can prove that they were submitted before the deadline.
21.3	At the tender opening session, the tenderers’ names, the tender prices, any discounts offered, written notifications of alteration and withdrawal, the presence of the tender guarantee (if required) and such other information the contracting authority may consider appropriate may be announced.
21.4	After the public opening of the tenders, no information relating to the examination, clarification, evaluation or comparison of tenders or recommendations concerning the award of contract can be disclosed until after the contract has been awarded.
Any attempt by a tenderer to influence the evaluation committee in the process of examination, clarification, evaluation and comparison of tenders, to obtain information on how the procedure is progressing or to influence the contracting authority in its decision concerning the award of the contract will result in the immediate rejection of its tender.
[bookmark: _Toc529523978]22.	EVALUATING TENDERS
The contracting authority reserves the right to ask a tenderer to clarify any part of its tender that the evaluation committee considers necessary to evaluate it. Such requests and the responses to them must be made in writing. They may in no circumstances alter or try to change the price or content of the tender, except to correct arithmetical errors discovered by the evaluation committee when analysing tenders.
The contracting authority reserves the right to check information submitted by the tenderer if the evaluation committee considers it necessary.
22.1   Examination of the administrative compliance of tenders
The aim at this stage is to check that tenders comply with the requirements of the tender dossier. A tender is deemed to comply if it satisfies all the conditions, procedures and specifications in the tender dossier without substantially departing from or attaching restrictions to them.
Substantial departures or restrictions are those which affect the scope, quality or execution of the contract, differ widely from the terms of the tender dossier, limit the rights of the contracting authority or the tenderer’s obligations under the contract or distort competition for tenderers whose tenders do comply. Decisions to the effect that a tender is not administratively compliant must be duly justified in the evaluation minutes.
The evaluation committee will check that each tender:
· has been properly signed;
· includes a correct tender guarantee (if required);
· meets the requirements as set out in the administrative compliance grid;
· has complete documentation and information;
· substantially complies with the requirements of these tender documents.
If a tender does not meet the requirements set out in the administrative compliance grid, it may be rejected by the evaluation committee when checking admissibility.
22.2   Technical evaluation
The evaluation committee must evaluate only those tenders considered substantially compliant in accordance with Clause 22.1. 
At this step of the evaluation procedure, the committee will analyse the tenders' technical conformity in relation to the technical specifications, classifying them technically compliant or non-compliant.
22.3 	Financial evaluation
Once the technical evaluation has been completed, the evaluation committee checks that the financial offers contain no arithmetical errors. If the tender procedure contains several lots, financial offers are compared for each lot. The financial evaluation will have to identify the best financial offer for each lot, taking due account of any discounts offered.
When analysing the tender, the evaluation committee will calculate the final tender price after adjusting it on the basis of Clause 23. 
22.4   Documentary evidence for exclusion and selection criteria

At any time during the procurement procedure and before the award of the contract, the contracting authority may request documentary evidence on compliance with the exclusion criteria set out in these instructions.
If the supporting documents submitted are drafted in an official language of the European Union other than that of the procedure, it is strongly recommended to provide a translation into the language of the procedure to facilitate the evaluation of the documents.

Failure to submit valid supporting documents upon request and within the deadline set by the contracting authority will result in the rejection of the tender for the award of the contract, unless the tenderer can justify the non-compliance on grounds of material impossibility.

[bookmark: _Toc529523979]23	CORRECTING ERRORS
23.1	Possible errors in the financial offer will be corrected by the evaluation committee as follows:
· where there is a discrepancy between amounts in figures and in words, the amount in words will prevail;
· except for lump-sum contracts, where there is a discrepancy between a unit price and the total amount derived from the multiplication of the unit price and the quantity, the unit price as quoted will prevail.
23.2	The amount stated in the tender will be adjusted by the evaluation committee in the event of error, and the tenderer will be bound by that adjusted amount. If the tenderer does not accept the adjustment, its tender will be rejected and its tender guarantee forfeited.
[bookmark: _Toc529523980]CONTRACT AWARD
[bookmark: _Toc529523981]24.	AWARD CRITERIA
[bookmark: _Toc529523982]The lowest price of technically compliant offers.
Technical compliance verified by:	
· Full technical proposal addressing all specifications
· Detailed design development methodology and timeline
· SSVEPC Verification Strategy
· Detailed execution schedule demonstrating completion by May 31, 2027
· Proof of resource availability
· Signed commitment to the calendar
25.	NOTIFICATION OF AWARD, CONTRACT CLARIFICATIONS
Prior to the expiry of the validity period of tenders, the contracting authority will notify the successful tenderer, in writing, that its tender has been selected and draw its attention to any arithmetical errors corrected during the evaluation process. This notification may take the form of an invitation to clarify certain contractual questions raised therein, to which the tenderer must be prepared to reply. This clarification will be confined to issues that had no direct bearing on the choice of the successful tender. The outcome of such clarification will be set out in a memorandum of clarification, to be signed by both parties and incorporated into the contract.
The contracting authority will inform all tenderers simultaneously and individually of the award decision. The tender guarantee of the unsuccessful tenderers will be released once the contract is signed.
By submitting a tender, each tenderer accepts to receive notification of the outcome of the procedure by electronic means. Such notification shall be deemed to have been received on the date upon which the contracting authority sends it to the electronic address referred to in the offer. 

[bookmark: _Toc529523983]26.	CONTRACT SIGNING AND PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE
26.1	Within 30 days of receipt of the contract already signed by the contracting authority, the selected tenderer must sign and date the contract and return it, with the performance guarantee (if applicable) to the contracting authority. On signing the contract, the successful tenderer will become the contractor and the contract will enter into force.
26.2	If it fails to sign and return the contract and any financial guarantee required within 30 days after receipt of notification, the contracting authority may consider the acceptance of the tender to be cancelled, without prejudice to the contracting authority’s right to invoke the guarantee, claim compensation or pursue any other remedy in respect of such failure, and the successful tenderer will have no claim whatsoever on the contracting authority.
26.3	The performance guarantee referred to in the general conditions is set at  5 % of the amount of the contract and must be presented in the form specified in the annex to the tender dossier, except where it takes the form of a certified cheque or a cash deposit. It will be released in accordance with the special conditions.
[bookmark: _Toc529523984]27. 	CANCELLATION OF THE TENDER PROCEDURE
In the event of cancellation of a tender procedure, tenderers will be notified by the contracting authority. In case of paper submission and, if the tender procedure is cancelled before the tender opening session, the sealed envelopes will be returned, unopened, to the tenderers.
Cancellation may occur, for example, where:
· the tender procedure has been unsuccessful, namely where no qualitatively or financially worthwhile tender has been received or there has been no valid response at all;
· the economic or technical parameters of the project have been fundamentally altered;
· exceptional circumstances or force majeure render normal execution of the project impossible;
· all technically compliant tenders exceed the financial resources available;
· there have been irregularities in the procedure, in particular where these have prevented fair competition;
· the award is not in compliance with sound financial management, i.e. does not respect the principles of economy, efficiency and effectiveness (e.g. the price proposed by the tenderer to whom the contract is to be awarded is objectively disproportionate with regard to the price of the market.
In no event will the contracting authority be liable for any damages whatsoever including, without limitation, damages for loss of profits, in any way connected with the cancellation of a tender procedure, even if the contracting authority has been informed of the possibility of damage. Publication of a contract notice does not commit the contracting authority to implement the programme or project announced.
[bookmark: _Toc529523985]28.	ETHICS CLAUSES AND CODE OF CONDUCT
28.1	Absence of conflict of interest 
The tenderer must not be affected by any conflict of interest and must have no equivalent relation in that respect with other tenderers or parties involved in the project. Any attempt by a tenderer to obtain confidential information, enter into unlawful agreements with competitors or influence the evaluation committee or the contracting authority during the process of examining, clarifying, evaluating and comparing tenders will lead to the rejection of its tender and may result in administrative penalties according to the Financial Regulation in force. 
28.2	Respect for human rights as well as environmental legislation and core labour standards 
The tenderer and its personnel must comply with human rights and applicable data protection rules. In particular and in accordance with the applicable basic act, tenderers and applicants who have been awarded contracts must comply with the environmental legislation including multilateral environmental agreements, and with the core labour standards as applicable and as defined in the relevant International Labour Organisation conventions (such as the conventions on freedom of association and collective bargaining; elimination of forced and compulsory labour; abolition of child labour).
Zero tolerance for sexual exploitation,  abuse and harassment:
The European Commission applies a policy of 'zero tolerance' in relation to all wrongful conduct which has an impact on the professional credibility of the tenderer. 
Physical abuse or punishment, or threats of physical abuse, sexual abuse or exploitation, harassment and verbal abuse, as well as other forms of intimidation shall be prohibited. 
28.3	Anti-corruption and anti-bribery 
The tenderer shall comply with all applicable laws and regulations and codes relating to anti-bribery and anti-corruption. The European Commission reserves the right to suspend or cancel project financing if corrupt practices of any kind are discovered at any stage of the award process or during the execution of a contract and if the contracting authority fails to take all appropriate measures to remedy the situation. For the purposes of this provision, ‘corrupt practices’ are the offer of a bribe, gift, gratuity or commission to any person as an inducement or reward for performing or refraining from any act relating to the award of a contract or execution of a contract already concluded with the contracting authority.
28.4	Unusual commercial expenses 
Tenders will be rejected or contracts terminated if it emerges that the award or execution of a contract has given rise to unusual commercial expenses. Such unusual commercial expenses are commissions not mentioned in the main contract or not stemming from a properly concluded contract referring to the main contract, commissions not paid in return for any actual and legitimate service, commissions remitted to a tax haven, commissions paid to a payee who is not clearly identified or commissions paid to a company which has every appearance of being a front company.
Contractors found to have paid unusual commercial expenses on projects funded by the European Union are liable, depending on the seriousness of the facts observed, to have their contracts terminated or to be permanently excluded from receiving EU funds.
28.5	Breach of obligations, irregularities or fraud
The contracting authority reserves the right to suspend or cancel the procedure, where the award procedure proves to have been subject to breach of obligations, irregularities or fraud. If breach of obligations, irregularities or fraud are discovered after the award of the contract, the contracting authority may refrain from concluding the contract.

[bookmark: _Toc529523986]29.	APPEALS
Tenderers believing that they have been harmed by an error or irregularity during the award process may file a complaint. See Section 2.12. of the practical guide.

30. 	DATA PROTECTION
 If processing your reply to the invitation to tender involves the recording and processing of personal data (such as names, contact details and CVs), they will be processed[footnoteRef:3]  solely for the purposes of the management and monitoring of the tender and of the contract by the data controller without prejudice to possible transmission to the bodies in charge of monitoring or inspection tasks in application of EU law. In addition, as the contract relates to an external action in Partner Countries outside the EU and as the EU, represented by the European Commission, is acting as contracting authority on behalf and for the benefit of the Partner Countries, transmission of personal data may occur to the Partner Country, solely for the purpose of complying with its obligations under the applicable legislative framework and under the financing agreement concluded between the EU and the Partner Country with regard to this tender procedure. Details concerning processing of your personal data are available on the privacy statement at  [3:  Pursuant to Regulation (EU) 2018/1725 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2018 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, bodies, offices and agencies and on the free movement of such data, and repealing Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 and Decision No 1247/2002/EC (‘Regulation 2018/1725’), Official Journal L 205 of 21.11.2018, p. 39.] 

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/prag/annexes.do?chapterTitleCode=A [footnoteRef:4] [4:  This link will lead you to the ‘privacy statement’ published as annex A13 to the practical guide general annexes.] 

In cases where you are processing personal data in the context of participation to a tender (e.g. CVs of both key and technical experts) and/or implementation of a contract (e.g. replacement of experts) you shall accordingly inform the data subjects of the details of the processing and communicate the above mentioned privacy statement to them.
 Processing of personal data related to this tender procedure by the contracting authority takes place in accordance with the national legislation of the state of the contracting authority and with the provisions of the respective financing agreement.
Details concerning processing of your personal data by the Commission are available on the privacy statement at:
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/prag/annexes.do?chapterTitleCode=A  
In cases where you are processing personal data in the context of participation to a tender (e.g. CVs of both key and technical experts) and/or implementation of a contract (e.g. replacement of experts) you shall accordingly inform the data subjects of the possible transmission of their data to EU institutions and bodies and communicate the above mentioned privacy statement to them.
 31.	EARLY DETECTION AND EXCLUSION SYSTEM
The tenderers and, if they are legal entities, persons who have powers of representation, decision-making or control over them, are informed that, should they be in one of the situations of early detection or exclusion, their personal details (name, given name if natural person, address, legal form and name and given name of the persons with powers of representation, decision-making or control, if legal person) may be registered in the early detection and exclusion system (EDES)  and communicated to the persons and entities concerned in relation to the award or the execution of a procurement contract.
* * *

[bookmark: _Toc32835086][bookmark: _Ref527984579][bookmark: _Ref527984295]List of documents to be submitted with the tender 

The purpose of this table is to help tenderers prepare their tenders and set out clearly what documents must be submitted, by which involved entities, when (with the tender or later on request of the Contracting authority) and where (eSubmission.).

	Description
	Sole tenderer/individual candidate
	Consortium
	Identified Subcontractor
	Entity on whose capacity is being relied
	When and where to submit the document?
	Instructions for uploading in eSubmission  (if applicable)

	
	
	Group leader
	Member of the group
	
	
	
	How to name the file?
	Where to upload?

	1. Identification and information about the tenderer.
eSubmission view



	Tender form with declaration of tenderer
	☒
	☒
	
	
	
	With the tender in eSubmission 
	 ‘Tender form’
	Select ‘sole submission’ or ‘group submission’.  Under ‘parties’ identify the participants.
Under 'Attachments'add tender submission form 'Other documents'.

	Declaration on Honour on Exclusion and Selection Criteria 

	☒
	☒
	☒
	☒
	☒
	With the in eSubmission 
	'Declaration on Honour'
	Select the concerned entity under 'Parties' 'Identification tenderer' 'Attachments''Decla-ration on Honour'.
For capacity providing entities  who are not subcontractors, the document must be uploaded in the section of the Sole tenderer or Group leader:
'Identification tenderer' 'Attachments''Other documents'. 

	Financial Identification Form (FIF)
Forms 4.5 a) + b)
	☒
	☒
	
	
	
	With the tender in eSubmission 
	‘Financial identification form’
	Select ‘sole submission’ or ‘group submission’.  
Under 'Parties' 'Identification tenderer' 'Attachments''Other documents'.

	Legal Entity File (LEF) and supporting documents
	☒
	☒
	
	
	
	With the tender in eSubmission
	‘Legal entity file’
	Select ‘sole submission’ or ‘group submission’.  
Under 'Parties' 'Identification tenderer' 'Attachments''Other documents'.

	Power of attorney 
(Form 4.3)

	☒
	☒
	☒
	
	
	With the tender in eSubmission
	'Power of attorney'

	In the Group leader's section under 'Parties' 'Identification tenderer' 'Attachments''Other documents'.

	Copy of tender guarantee
	☒
	☒
	
	
	
	With the tender in eSubmission
	‘Tender guarantee’
	In the Group leader's section under 'Parties' 'Identification tenderer' 'Attachments''Other documents'.

	Economic and financial capacity 
Form 4.4

	☒
	☒
	
	
	
	With the tender in eSubmission
	‘Name to reflect the nature of the document’
	With the Group leader or the sole tenderer under 'Parties' 'Identification tenderer' 'Attachments''Econo-mic and financial capacity'.

	Technical and professional capacity
Form 4.1, Form 4.2, Form 4.6.1.1, Form 4.6.1.2, Form 4.6.1.3, Form 4.6.2, Form 4.6.3, Form 4.6.4, Form 4.6.5, Form 4.6.6, Form 4.6.7, Form 4.6.8, Form 4.6.9

	☒
	☒
	
	
	
	With the tender in eSubmission
	‘Name to identify the form’
	With the Group leader or the sole tenderer under 'Parties' 'Identification tenderer' 'Attachments''Tech-nical and professional capacity'.

	Other documents 
	Documents deemed necessary (e.g. description of the warranty conditions, statement of origin, other documents as per nature of the call)

	With the tender in eSubmission
	‘Name to reflect the nature of the document’
	In the Group leader's section under 'Parties' 'Identification tenderer' 'Attachments''Other documents'..

	1. Tender data. 
eSubmission view

Failure to upload the following documents in eSubmission will lead to rejection of the tender.

	Technical offer 
(Volume 5)


	☒
	☒
	
	
	
	With the tender in eSubmission
	'Technical offer'
	Under section 'Tender Data' 'Technical offer'

	Financial offer (budget) 
(Volume 4)
 
	☒
	☒
	
	
	
	With the tender in eSubmission
	'Financial offer'
	Under 'Tender Data' 'Financial offer'
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